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Sexual orientation

Terminology
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Changing attitudes and legislative change
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Changing attitudes and legislation
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What is the census?
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Do we need a census?
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Alternatives to the Census
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The need for information on equality
groups
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Equality Act 2010
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Public Sector Equality Duty
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Equality questions
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Equality data gaps
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�??�FB6<8G<8F�6;4A:8�BI8E�G<@8��FB�68AFHF�DH8FG<BAF�;4I8�GB�58�HC74G87�GB�E89?86G�G;8F8
6;4A:8F	��BE��8AFHF��� ���9<I8�A8J�DH8FG<BAF�J8E8�47787��9<I8�J8E8�E8@BI87��4A7
E8I<F<BAF�J8E8�@478�GB�G;8�8K<FG<A:�DH8FG<BAF	

+6BGG<F;��BI8EA@8AG�5<??F�HFH4??L�9B??BJ�4A�BC8A�6BAFH?G4G<BA�C8E<B7�J<G;�G;8�CH5?<6�4A7
<AG8E8FG87�C4EG<8F�589BE8�G;8<E�<AGEB7H6G<BA	� BJ8I8E��G;8��8AFHF�HA78E:B8F�8KG8AF<I8
6BAFH?G4G<BAJ<G;�G;8�CH5?<6�4A7�BE:4A<F4G<BAF�GB�G8FG�CH5?<6�4GG<GH78F��:4G;8E�<A9BE@4G<BA�BA
HF8E�A887F�4A7�GB�78I8?BC�A8J�DH8FG<BAF	�,;<F�CEB68FF�<A6?H78F�4�6BAFH?G4G<BA�7B6H@8AG�
4�E4A:8�B9�FG4>8;B?78E�8I8AGF��FHEI8LF�4A7�DH8FG<BA�G8FG<A:	

,;8�&*+�;8?7�4�, BC<6��BAFH?G4G<BA�� 58GJ88A���'6GB58E�����4A7����"4AH4EL����	�,;8
6BAFH?G4G<BA�J4F�CH5?<F;87�BA�G;8�+6BG?4A7�F��8AFHF�J85F<G8�4A7�G;8�+6BGG<F;
�BI8EA@8AG�J85F<G8��4A7�J4F�CEB@BG87�G;EBH:;�

O 8<:;G�+6BG?4A7�F��8AFHF�A8JF?8GG8EF�GB�4�7<FGE<5HG<BA�?<FG�B9�4EBHA7����

O I<4�+6BGFG4G��J;<6;�<F�4�A8GJBE>�B9�HF8EF�4A7�CEBI<78EF�B9�+6BGG<F;�'99<6<4?�+G4G<FG<6F�
J<G;�4�7<FGE<5HG<BA�?<FG�B9�BI8E������4A7

O G;EBH:;�GJ88GF�4A7�HC74G8F�GB�G;8�-F<A:�+6BG?4A7�F��8AFHF��#ABJ?87:8� H5	

��?8GG8E�9EB@�G;8�*8:<FGE4E��8A8E4?�J4F�4?FB�F8AG�GB�

O ?B64?�4HG;BE<G<8F

O ;84?G;�5B4E7F

O %8@58EF�B9�G;8�+6BGG<F;�(4E?<4@8AG

O +6BGG<F;�(4E?<4@8AG4EL��B@@<GG88F

O +6BG?4A7�F�%8@58EF�B9�G;8�-#�(4E?<4@8AG

O +6BG?4A7�F�%8@58EF�B9�G;8��HEBC84A�(4E?<4@8AG

!A�GBG4?������E8FCBAF8F�J8E8�E868<I87�����9EB@�BE:4A<F4G<BAF�4A7��9EB@�<A7<I<7H4?F�� 	
,;8�BE:4A<F4G<BA4?�E8FCBAF8F�5L�F86GBE�4E8�F;BJA�58?BJ�

�8AFHF���@8A7@8AG���+6BG?4A7���<??��+�������

��

https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/events-and-workshops-2021


Number of responses by type and sector of organisation

Respondent type Total respondents
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https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/census2021/Scotlands_Census_2021_Topic_Consultation_Report_August_2016.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/file?uri=/census/censustransformationprogramme/consultations/the2021censusinitialviewoncontentforenglandandwales/topicreport03genderidentity.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/file?uri=/census/censustransformationprogramme/consultations/the2021censusinitialviewoncontentforenglandandwales/topicreport02sexualidentitypostreleaseversion.pdf
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/sites/nisra.gov.uk/files/publications/2021-census-topic-consultation-for-northern-ireland-document.pdf
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Sexual orientation
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Amended national harmonised standard question, as presented in the sexual
orientation public acceptability testing questionnaire
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Acceptability of including a sexual orientation question in the census in Scotland,
by age

Age 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+
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Gender identity

��HF8E�A887�9BE�4�DH8FG<BA�BA�:8A78E�<78AG<GL�J4F�<78AG<9<87�<A�G;8�6BHEF8�B9�G;8�,BC<6
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Sex question

�F�&*+�CB<AG�BHG��F8K�<F�4�>8L�78@B:E4C;<6�I4E<45?8�4A7��F<A68�������G;8��8AFHF�;4F
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2011 Sex question in Scotland

+BHE68���<:HE8���+6BG?4A7�F��8AFHF����Q�+8K�4A7��8A78E�!78AG<GL�,BC<6�*8CBEG

'A?<A8�:H<74A68�9BE�G;8������8AFHF�F4<7�G;4G�GE4AF�C8BC?8�6BH?7�F8?86G�G;8�BCG<BA�9BE�;BJ
G;8L�<78AG<9L��<EE8FC86G<I8�B9�G;8�78G4<?F�BA�G;8<E�5<EG;�68EG<9<64G8	�,;8�:H<74A68�FG4G87�

��E8FCBA78AG�A887�9BE�6;4A:<A:�G;8�F8K�DH8FG<BA�J4F�<78AG<9<87�4G�4�FG4>8;B?78E�8I8AG�BA
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Gender identity and T rans status/history
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Public acceptability
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Question 2 of the Equality and Human Rights Commission's recommended gender
identity questions, as tested in the questionnaire
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@4?8�BE�98@4?8�GB�G<6>�4�G;<E7�E8FCBAF8�BCG<BA�4A7�JE<G8�<A�;BJ�G;8L�<78AG<9L	�(8BC?8
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���	�,;8�4:8�B9�E8FCBA78AGF�4?FB�49986G�I<8JF�BA�4668CG45<?<GL��B?78E�C8BC?8�J8E8�?8FF
?<>8?L�G;4A�LBHA:8E�C8BC?8�GB�9<A7�G;8�DH8FG<BA�4668CG45?8	

Acceptability of including a gender identity question on the census by age
(Scotland)

Age 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+
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. 8EL�4668CG45?8 �� ��� ��� ��� ��� �

�668CG45?8 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
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&BG�4668CG45?8 �� �� �� �� �� ��

&BG�4G�4??�4668CG45?8 �� �� �� � �� ��

&BG�FG4G87 � �� �� � �� ��

, BG4? ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

+BHE68��,45?8���� +6BG?4A7�F��8AFHF������+8K�4A7��8A78E�!78AG<GL�,BC<6�*8CBEG

Quantitative testing
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The binary sex question
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The non-binary sex question (with 'other , write in')
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The sex and gender identity question set
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Cognitive testing

Questions tested on sex, gender identity and trans status
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Further quantitative testing
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Non-binary sex question, followed by a trans status question
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Next steps

�HEG;8E�G8FG<A:�<F�58<A:�HA78EG4>8A�BA�G;8�<A6?HF<BA�B9�G;8�JE<G8�<A�5BK8F�<A�F8K�4A7�GE4AF
FG4GHF�DH8FG<BAF��4?BA:�J<G;�9HEG;8E�78I8?BC@8AG�B9�4?G8EA4G<I8F�GB��'G;8E��G8E@<AB?B:L	

�8AFHF���@8A7@8AG���+6BG?4A7���<??��+�������

�

https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/census2021/Sex_and_Gender_Identity_Topic_Report.pdf


What does the Bill do?
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https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/census2021/Topic_Consultation.pdf
https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/census2021/Scotlands_Census_2021_Topic_Consultation_Report_August_2016.pdf
https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/census2021/Scotlands_Census_2021_Topic_Consultation_Report_August_2016.pdf
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