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Part 1 - Age of Criminal Responsibility
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Setting the age of criminal responsibility at 12
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Age 12 and international human right standards
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Raising the age of criminal responsibility beyond
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Identifying an age higher than 12

��	

�	

(FC:9GGCF��@5=B9�+IH<9F@5B8��-B=J9FG=HM�C:�+H=F@=B;��7CBG=89F98�=H�5@GC�=ADCFH5BH�HC
@CC?�5H�5FH=7@9����C:�-&�*���K<=7<�TH5@?G�56CIH�<CK�7<=@8F9B�CI;<H�HC�69�HF95H98
K<9B�H<9M�7CA9�=BHC�7CBH57H�K=H<�H<9�7F=A=B5@�>IGH=79�GMGH9AU�5B8�T9AD<5G=G9G�H<9
=ADCFH5B79�C:�F9=BH9;F5H=B;�H<9�7<=@8�=BHC�GC7=9HMU	�+<9�89G7F=698�H<9��=@@�5G
TDCG=H=J9U�5B8�T;C=B;�=B�H<9�F=;<H�8=F97H=CBU	@==

%5F99�,C88��%=B=GH9F�:CF��<=@8F9B�5B8�0CIB;�(9CD@9��H<9�%=B=GH9F��9AD<5G=G98�H<5H
G<9�K5G�?99B�HC�<95F�J=9KG�6IH�=H�K5G�<9F�J=9K�H<5H�H<9�5;9�DFCDCG98�K5G�H<9�F=;<H
CB9��7CAA9BH=B;�

T!H�=G�GIDDCFH98�6M�H<9�A5>CF=HM�C:�F9GDCB89BHG�HC�CIF�7CBGI@H5H=CB�5B8�=B�H<9
KF=HH9B�9J=89B79�F979=J98�6M�H<9�7CAA=HH99	�!H�=G�H<9�5;9�5H�K<=7<�H<9F9�=G
G<5F98�DFC:9GG=CB5@�5B8�DI6@=7�7CB:=89B79�=B�CIF�DFCDCG5@G	U@===

��?9M�5F95�F5=G98�=B�9J=89B79�K5G�K<9H<9F�H<9�5;9�C:���K5G�<=;<�9BCI;<	�,<=G
K5G�7@CG9@M�:C@@CK98�6M�K<5H�5;9��69MCB8����G<CI@8�H<9�5;9�C:�7F=A=B5@
F9GDCBG=6=@=HM�69�G9H�5H	

*9GDCBG9G�HC�CIF�75@@�:CF�J=9KG�G<CK98�H<5H�C:�H<9����F9GDCBG9G��HK9BHM������
F9GDCB89BHG�5;F998�H<5H�H<9���*�G<CI@8�69�F5=G98�HC���6IH�K=H<�5�J=9K�HC
7CBG=89F=B;�=B7F95G=B;�H<9���*�:IFH<9F�=B�:IHIF9��K=H<�5�:IFH<9F���������F9GDCB89BHG
GH5H=B;�H<5H�H<9���*�G<CI@8�69�F5=G98�:IFH<9F�6M�H<9��=@@�9=H<9F�HC����CF���	�,<=G
89ACBGHF5H9G����KCI@8�@=?9�HC�G99�H<9�5;9�F5=G98�69MCB8��	

+CA9�GH5?9<C@89FG�9LDF9GG98�:FIGHF5H=CB�5H�K<5H�H<9M�D9F79=J98�HC�69�5�@57?�C:
5A6=H=CB�6M�H<9�+7CHH=G<��CJ9FBA9BH�=B�CB@M�F5=G=B;�H<9�5;9�HC��	

,<9�(C@=7M�%9ACF5B8IA@=JDFCJ=89G�5�H56@9�C:�5;9G�C:�7F=A=B5@�F9GDCBG=6=@=HM
7IFF9BH@M�=B�IG9�57FCGG�H<9��-	��5G98�CB�H<9�H56@9��-#�5G=89��:=:H99B�7CIBHF=9G�<5J9
5B���*�C:�����:=J9�5H�����H<F99�5H���5B8�����CB9�5H����,<=G�=G�F9DFC8I798�69@CK	

@==': :=7=5@�*9DCFH����+9DH9A69F�������C@�
@===': :=7=5@�*9DCFH����'7HC69F�������C@�
@=J��*��=@@�(C@=7M�%9AC��D5;9��

Equalities and Human Rights Committee
�;9�C:��F=A=B5@�*9GDCBG=6=@=HM��+7CH@5B8���=@@�+H5;9���*9DCFH���H<�*9DCFH�������+9GG=CB���

��



Ages of criminal responsibility in the EU
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Age of criminal responsibility international trends
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Legal Defence on the basis of criminal incapacity
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Conclusion on an incremental approach to raising the age
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Part 2 - Disclosure of convictions and
other relevant information rleating to time
when a person is under 12
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Variability of information and support provided
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Privacy rights for children considered to have caused harm
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Use of police station as a 'place of safety'

Impact on child of being removed to a police station
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James Docherty , Violence Reduction Unit, gives evidence at the Committee
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Rural areas
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Information provided to a child removed to a 'place of safety'
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Conclusion on the use of police station as a 'place of safety'
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Alternatives to taking a child to a police station
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Monitoring the use of police stations as a 'place of safety'
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Conclusion on the interviewing of children
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Resourcing - new advocacy professionals
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Conclusion on the resourcing of new advocacy professionals
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Annex A: Age of Criminal Responsibility
Toolkit
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